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Listeners,   the  news  letter  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  ,  has  just  arrived  bringing  especially  pleasant  news  to  all 
tree-lovers  which  our  correspondent  has  gathered  during  her  weekly  round  of 
laboratories  and  offices. 

She  writes:     "Tree-planting  in  this  country  is  "breaking  all  previous 
records,  from  what  Forest  Service  men  tell  me.     Last  year  about  215  million 
trees  were  planted  by  the  Forest  Service  on  National  Forests  in  26  States. 
This  is  the  greatest  reforestation  program  yet  recorded,  topping  even  the 
previous  all-high  mark  set  in  1935*     Nearly  90  percent  of  the  total  planting 
was  done  in  National  Forests  in  the  Lake  States  and  in  the  South.     What  the 
foresters  speak  of  as  'Region  9*  includes  over  4  million  acres  in  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Ohio,  North  Dakota,  and  Wisconsin. 
And  here  iho  million  trees  were  planted  last  year.     In  Michigan  alone  IS  mil- 
lion trees  were  planted,  with  Wisconsin  in  second  place  getting  some  Uo  million 
new  trees  in  her  National  Forests.     In  the  Lake  States  region  Norway  Pine  and 
Jack  pine  were  the  species  planted  most. 

"In  the  South  where  about  55  million  trees  were  planted,  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  each  reported  planting  about  22  million  trees,  mostly  longleaf , 
slash,  and  loblolly  pine. 

"The  1936  planting  program  in  the  National  Forests  west  of  the  Great 
Plains  saw  the  reforestation  of  nearly  2C  thousand  acres  —  approximately  19 
million  trees  planted.     Idaho  got  5  million  and  the  National  Forests  of  Wash- 
ington and  California  reported  plant iigabout  3  million  trees  each.  Colorado, 
Nebraska,  and  Montana  were  next  in  the  order  named. 

"In  the  East,  West  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania  National  Forests  received 
well  over  a  million  trees  each,  with  about  half  a  million  planted  on  National 
Forest  land  in  New  Hampshire. 

"Who  did  all  this  work  of  planting?    Planting  crews  for  the  most  part 
were  young  men  from  the  CCC  camps  on  National  Forests  who  were  trained  by 
Forest  Service  officers.     And  then,  quite  a  number  of  WPA  workers  joined  the 
planting  force.     These  field  crews  planted  at  the  rate  of  one-half  to  one  acre 
per  man  per  day,  according  to  the  type  of  planting  carried  out  and  the  nature 
of  the  ground. 
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"Michigan  led  in  the  output  of  tree  seedlings  from  Forest  Service 
nurseries.     Production  from  one  Michigan  nursery,  which  happens  to  he  the 
largest  in  the  Nation,  was  57  million,   667  thousand  trees.. 

"Perhaps  you  are  wondering  why  the  planting  program  of  the  Southern 
States  and  the  Lake  States  was  so  large.     The  foresters  explain  that  during 
the  last  few  years  much  land  in  these  areas  has  "become  Federal  property.  And 
a  great  d eal  of  this  land,  newly  purchased  for  National  Forests,  has  in  the 
past  "been  denuded  "by  heavy  logging  and  repeated  turnings.     The  first  task  of 
the  Forest  Service  in  taking  charge  of  these  new  forest  lands  is  to  protect 
them  against  fire  and  launch  reforestation  so  that  they  may  once  again  produce 
timber  andother  forest  products. 

"Not  only  the  Forest  Service  but  also  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  are 
in  the  tree-planting  business  those  days.     The  Soil  Conservation  Service  plants 
trees  and  shrubs  to  protect  soil  that  is  likely  to  wash  or  blow  away.     The  soil 
men  work  on  farmland  rather  than  on  National  Forests.     Last  year  they  planted 
130  million  trees  mostly  of  the  hardwood  varieties.     And  this  year  they  announced 
in  January  that  they  would  plant  about  175  million  trees  and  shrubs  as  part  of 
their  erosion-control  program.     That  sounds  like  a  hearty  New  Tear's  resolution, 
doesn't  it? 

"Mr.  H.  H.  Eennett,  who  heads  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  said  that 
trees  and  shrubs  which  have  been  planted  by  the  Service  were  already  giving 
substantial  protection  against  soil  erosion  onrabout  230,000  acres.     The  major- 
ity of  these  acres  are  steeply  sloping  land  that  had  been  washing  away  from 
what  the  soil  men  call  'sheet  erosion.1     The  other  acres  were  gullied  land  that 
now  is  being  held  by  the  trees  and  shrubs. 

"And  speaking  of  erosion,  I  wonder  if  you  saw  that  movie  produced  by 
the  Resettlement  Administration,  and  called  "The  Plow  That  Broke  the  Plains. " 
Already  more  than  7  and  a  half  million  people  have  seen  it  at  commercial 
theaters  in  every  State  in  the  country,  as  well  as  in  schools,  colleges,  and 
so  on.    Although  the  film  was  released  10  months  ago,  people  have  continued 
to  be  interested  in  it  so  that  all  copies  of  the  film  are  in  continuous  cir- 
culation.    Last  February  more  than  880  thousand  people  saw  the  picture.  Ohio, 
Texas,  and  Massachusetts  are  the  States  with  the  biggest  attendance  at  the 
showings  of  this  film.     Now  an  international  film  company  is  booking  this 
movie  for  showing  in  the  major  countries  of  the  world.     Requests  for  it  have 
already  come  in  from  such  far-away  points  as  Kenya,  East  Africa;  Shanghai, 
China;  New  Zealand,  Russia,  and  Scandanavian  countries. 

"As  you  know,   if  you  are  one  of  the  7  million  who  saw  the  picture, 
this  is  the  story  of  the  Great  Plains  showing  how  the  country  of  the  'Dust 
Bowl'  was  originally  damaged  and  the  steps  which  the  Government  is  now  taking 
to  remedy  that  damage. " 

That  concludes  this  week's  letter  of  news  from  Washington,  D.  C. 


